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from side to side. The loose folds of the sari leave
them free to move, with the result that they show
a natural unconscious grace that is very attractive.
The older women play games with tamarind
seeds or cowries on a chequered board marked with
obstacles and penalties* They also use cupped
boards, dropping the seeds in certain numerical
order into the cups until the whole are accumulated
into a single heap* This is called bank* Instead
of cubed dice they cast the cowries and count those
that fall with the bifurcated side uppermost.
Once a week the village has its market-day.
In towns with a large population the market is
held every day; also in places where Europeans
reside like Ootacamund, Bangalore, and other
stations* The market is known as " shandy."
In the Indian village up-country the market is
held once a week only. Produce of all kinds is
brought in, and people come from a distance to
buy their weekly supplies. The commodities are
laid out on mats or in baskets* If the weather is
damp, temporary stalls are improvised with loose
boards supported on empty kerosene tins. Space
is left for the customers to walk round or even to
seat themselves if they wish to enjoy a long tough
haggle over quantity and price.